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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site on which Traveller's Restis situated was acquired 
by John Overton in 1796, the yearin which Tennesseebecame a 
state. The original section of the residence was begun around 
1798. The originalhouse was a four room structure built by David 
Cummings andFrederick Pinkley, two carpenters of the area. The 
house had one room and hall downstairs with same above. The 
early mucleus built ggr Judge John Overtonwas a sound structure, 
constructed of hand-nun^ supporting beams and floor Joists of 
black walnut and yellow poplar.It had two rooms below and two 
above.was covered with beaded siding painted white and the in 
terior was of plaster and wainscoting. There were numerous 
glass-panedK windows and the roof was of hand-rived shingles. 
The elaborate mantlepiece in the parlor, the wainscoting and 
chair rails, the evidence of original wall colors and other 
details attest that Overton was a man of refinement and back- 
groundand his residence reflected the Virginia details to which 
he was accoustomed.

The first addition waw made to the house in 1812 when some 
family members came to join Overton. An additional section, 
composed of one room aboveand one downstairs, was added, but not 
joined by inside openings, to the original four rooms.The add 
ition of these rooms made the house a simple late pioneer*"type 
with a chimney at each end.

In 1820 Overton married a widow with five children. Another 
addition was required and came soon after 1820. A long ell of 
slave made brick was added in the Greek Revival style with 
high ceilings and thick walls, characteristic wood trim, and a 

i.arge picturesque two-storied gallery. In 1887Judge Overton f s 
son, John Overtonll, cbailt the final addition to Traveller's 
Rest. Two more rooms, one below and one above, wea?e added to 
the long brick ell.

Overton defendants lived in the house until 19^6. It was 
then purchased by the Louisville and Nashville Railroad who 
deeded the place to the National Society of the Colonial Dames 
of America in Tennessee for restoration and preservation as a 
historical museum dipicting the way of our ancestors in tennesse

The Colonial Dames have made an exhaustive study of the 
house for authenticity of detail in every phase of the restorati >n 
of Traveller's Rest from the original construction of the house 
and its three additions, furnishings, colors in wallpaper and 

i>aint, decorative arrangements, down to the perpetuation of the 
1 garden and plant life on the grounds. A fire in the early spring 
of 1969 caused some damage, but more extensive research and 
restoration is now taking place as certain things were exposed 
by the fire.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Judge John Overton came to Middle Tennessee by way of Kentucky 
about 1798. He was an outstanding young lawyer and soon was 
involved with politics as well as the acquisition of land and 
its sale. He prospered, and built and enlarged his house.,From 
180^-1810 Overton sat ofi the Superior Court of Tennesseeand 
in 1811 he became a member of the newly established Supreme 
Court of Errors and Appeals. His legal decisions set precedents 
and some young men studied law under him.

Overton operated a fine farm at Traveller's Re£t . It was 
famous for its nursery and orchards and later John, Jr. raised 
fine horses. Judge Overton helped plan Andrew Jackson's campaigns 
at Travellers Restaand was.a -political friend of Jackson* >Ers. 
Overton entertained Jackson and John and Peggy Eaton at the home 
in Nashville. Colonel Overton, son of Judge Overton, continued 
to live at Travellers Rest following the Civil War. During the 
Nashville campaign Travellers Rest housed some offices and. was 
temporarily Hood's headquarters. The peach orchard at Travelleis 
Rest saw serious fighting and was a point of concentration. 
Following Colonel Overton's death the son and grandson continued 
to live there. The house with its various additions shows the 
gradual growth of the area through the lives of one of Nashville 
most prominent families. It is a living record that explains 
this part of our nation's growth.



1 Arnow, Harriett, SEEDTIME ON THE CUMBERLAND (NEW YORK: I960). 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of thteznorhination is: -^

^fiialS B. Smitljh"'/ 

Title nhAiT*mfl.n, Tennessee
Historical Commission

Bate July23 f 1960-

STATE

Tennessee

DATE

23- JULY, 1969

CODE

^4-1

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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7. (Description)

Outbui I dings: c. !800 T s (Note: a more exact date for these out 
depend upon the results of architectural and archaeological 

in progress).
buildings will 
studies currently

John Over-ton's Law Office: located adjacent to the main front drive 
way, the reconstructed law office represents John Overton's Law Office. The 
one story brick structure was erected during the I950 f s. The building feature 
a shingle roof with rake board located at the end walls and wood closed cor 
nice running parallel to the eaves, front and rear elevations. A centrally 
located wood panel door features a wood panel transom. The entrance is flank 
ed by 9/9 light double hung sash type windows with wood lintels and sills. 
Running 3/4 in length to the main front facade, an attached front porch fea 
tures a shingle roof supported by four square posts and partially enclosed by 
wood rai I ing.

Uncle Cla?rborn T s Cabin/Weaver^s House; double brick bearing wall 
constructed on stone foundations. Originally two stories in height, built of 
handmade brick, common bond pattern. The main front facade of this structure 
seems to reflect the Windowless design of the original plan. Originally a 
one room plan, the second floor and windows were added during the nineteenth 
century. A later addition, the attached front porch, with shingle roof and 
brick floor, is placed slightly off-center and to the left side of the front 
entranceway. The central door is believed to be the original entrance. The 
flanking doorway is a later addition to the original design. The left end 
wall features wood rake boards adjacent to the eaves and centrally located 
window, double hung sash type, 12/11 light, with wood lintel and sill. The 
end wall, right, features an enclosed chimney with brick chimney stack and 
corbelled trim. Similarly placed, 6/6 light, double hung, sash type windows 
with wood lintels and sashes appear at the first and second floor levels, per 
pendicular to the front facade. The rear elevation features a centrally loca 
ted, 12/12 light double hung sash type window, located on the first floor 
level .

Smoke House; a single story building constructed of handmade brick, 
common bond pattern, bearing walls on stone foundations. The smoke house is 
currently being used as a museum and has been significantly altered through 
the recent addition of a dropped ceiling and superficial wall finish materials 
The present roof features deep overhanging eaves, open cornices. The en 
trance is located in the end wall,

NOTE: The location of this property should be Parrel I Parkway, 
off Franklin Road>
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